AA

Next year promises a re-structuring of the wvrestling classification in
Ohio and the area most likely to be affected is "AA". Division of wrestling
schools into three equal segments will mean that the 60 smallest "AAA"™ schools
will move into "AA" and the 90 smallest "AA" schools will move into "A". This
will have a profound affect on both "A" and "AA", but it will be particularly
interesting in the latter classification.

The balance of power in the last half-dozen years has been with the small
Catholic schools like Ready, Chanel, Stritch, and DeSales. That is likely to
change in ways not easily foreseen, and will add a whole new dimension to what
has recently been the most exciting classification.
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PROJECTED CHAMPION: MIKE GLASS (GIRARD)

TOP CORTENDERS!:

2. Sasso (Chanel) 11. Shanower (Berkshire)

3. Folden (Coventry) 12. Nguyen (LCC)

4, Wegener (Swanton) 13. Cash (Little Miami)

5. Vcllone (Columbus Briggs) 14, Melrose (Licking Valley)
6. Zamiska/Futo (Twinsburg) 15, Watson (Belpre)

7. Zapadka (Cardinal Stritch) 16. Beane (Hamilron Twp.)

8. Randall/Jordan (S5t. Paris Graham) 17. Hitchcock (Eaton)

9. Gonzalez (Fostoria) 18. McKenna (Chagrin Falls)
10. Hinkle (Sparta Highland) 19. Connelly (Rocky River) =

20. Francis (Bellaire)

It would have been very unusual to have a senior and defending state
champion return at this weight class, but that appeared to be the case. Mark
Tinney had been headed in that direction until, as I understand it, scholastic
difficulities sidelined him for the remainder of the season. He would have
been a solid favorite to win again, but now any of a half-dozen boys could
conceivably capture the crowvn. A logical choice might be state qualifier Sasso
who upset Tinney in the regionals last year, but he has two strikes against
him. First, he has had only one competitive bout all year because of a
fractured hand and weight problems, and, second, he has not as of this writing
pade 98# and seems more interested in beating Nero out at 105#. Various
rationales could be advanced for favoring any of my 6 or 8 candidates, but I've
opted for state qualifier Glass as my #1 choice. Last year he sped to the
regional finals before losing and ther upset Marinelli in first-round state
action., This year he is stronger and more confident and certainly has as good
a chance as anyone.



Wegener leads a varied group at Fostoria now that Tinney will not compete.
Champion at the mammoth Medina Tourney he has the potential to win it all
should the Firestone contingent stumble. A top contender would have to be the
freshzman sensation Zapadka who has won a number of national age-group ticles
and has performed well this year. He is still getting better and could surpass
expectations with additional improvement. Somebody to watch for at this weight
is the explosive Gonzalez. He has the speed and power to upset any of the top
boys, but, conversely, the style that could lose to an unknown. He will bear
close watch by all at this weight. A similar candidate is Nguyen who had a
first-period fall over Wegener at last year's regional and has dominated foes
in the Lima area for two years. Other candidates are Connelly, Mattin (Delta)
and Thom (Huron).

The Firestone Regional will be exceptional. Glass is my top choice, but a
healthy, metivated Sasso would be very tough, too. Hissing omuch of the season
will make him fresher then most of the competition, but he could be rusty, too.
He and Glass would be a very tough bout with Sasso, perhaps, having an
advantage on his feer. Folden, undefeated to date, has had no close matches
and been a dominant force in his area. He missed state qualification by one
point last vear. Zaciska is the second exceptional freshman at this weight
whose last name begins with a "Z". He won the Kenston Tourney and has split a
pair of bouts with the redoubtable "AAA" competitor Canitano. If he can escape
freshman jitters he should reach and score at Columbus. That is, of course, if
he can beat his equally talented teammate Futo in the wrestle-off. Should
Sasso not compete at this weight or be at less than top form, the fourth
qualifying berth would be wide open. 1 favor state alternate Shanower who has
just dropped from 1054, but there are a slew of competitors. These include
regional quarter-finalist McKenna, Smithville champ Woods, and up-and-coming
Bailey (Ravenna Southeast). BEeyond this are Jimison (Kenston) and Frechette
(Akron St. Vincent) both solid competitors. Clearly the pairings will play a
major role in determining the outcome.

Last year Mike Vallone entered the regional with a gaudy 27-0 recerd and
strong disctrict scores. A quarter-final loss elipinated him =-- thanks te the
archaic consolation rules -- and he returns in 1987 again undefeated and
hopeful. This time he should have no such problems as the Pataskala Regional
is not particularly strong. Hinkle, Melrose, Beane, and Francis are all listed
in my top twenty, but only Hinkle would seem to be of similar stature. In
fact, it is likely that one or, perhaps, even two unknowns will grab qualifying
spots.

Dayton, however, is the really weak regional at this weight. One of the
St. Paris Graham duo of Jordan or Randall should take top honors there, but
neither really have state placement potential. Incidentally, Jordan is the
cousin of the fabulous Jordan brothers of the early B0's. After that the
situation is unclear, mainly because few gquality individuals have surfaced
during the course of the season. This is the group you'll want to draw into
for the first round,
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PROJECTED CHAMPION: NICK CIANCIOLA (GENOA)

TOP CONTENDERS

2. Marinelli (Columbus DeSales) 11. McCumber (Rossford)

3. Shocklee (Akron St. Vincent) 12. Yinger (Nelsonville-York)

&, Benavides (Brooklyn) 13. Kemp (Buckeye)

S. Grandison (Uhrichsville Claymont) 14. Jordan/Randall (St. Paris Graham)
6. McCombs (Springfield KW) 15. Livengood (Bryan)

7. Riglo (Olmsted Falls) 16. Hecrzger (Swanton)

8. Thomas (Washington Court House) 17. Grumbling (Highland)

9. Nero (Chanel) 18; Lovejoy (Elyria West)

10. Keyes (Olenctangy) 19. Jones (South Point )

20. Luda (Cardinal Sctritch)

1f it hadn't been for Alan Fried, Cianciola would be remezbered as one of
the best "AAA" freshman in the last ten years. As it turned out, he got a
litcle lost in Fried's shadow, but his accomplishments are worthy of note.
Wrestling a weight up at 105/ he was a state semi-finalist, had an overtime
loss to the state cha=p in the regional finals, and defeated any number of
outstanding boys. Now he's at Genoa and should be a dominant force at 105/
this year. Basically he'll have to overcome two problems. First, he'll have
to be wary of over-confidence -- 2z feeling that his "AAA" successes make him
invulnerable in "AA". He is not upset proof. Second, he may be rusty because
Cenoa does not wrestle a powerful schedule and the regional and state may catch
him unprepared. Still, he has to be a solid favorite to take the title.

State 3rd Benavides will provide the principal competition for Cianciola
at the Fostoria Regional, and his huge height advantage could be significant --
but 1 doubt it. The regional is crowded with possibilities all of them with °
legitimate chances. State qualifier Riglo wrestled an outstanding regional
last year grabbing a state berth awvay from a number of highly rated boys.

He'll be forced to do the same thing this year. McCumber is an outstanding
freshman with vast youth wrestling experience. He would be even tougher at 98¢
except that Rossford had state champ Tinney there. Livengood and Metzger are
solid NWOAL wrestlers with the ability to skip ahead of higher ranked
wrestlers. They won't make a lot of mistakes. Lovejoy is the unknown factor
vho combines explosiveness with a penchant for the big mistake. He can be very
dangerous. Luda and Waleri (Norwalk) have gotten short shrift in this
analysis, but both have qualifying potential. It should be one of the best
"AA" regional weight classes this year for excitement. Enjoy!



At the cther extreme 15 the Scuthwest Regional where the cupboard is
nearly bare. State qualifier Thomas returns, but he is no threat to the really
tough 105's. Behind hiz are a group of unknowns who have not yet had a major
impact at the state level. Besides the listed Jordan, Jones and Yinger,
possibilities include Nicely (Blanchester), and Stacper (Middletown Madison).
Not puch here. I've placed McCombs both here and at 1124 since 1'm not sure
where he'll compete. Should it be at this class he would have to be rated as a
strong contender to place once again.

The Firestone Regional brings together an interesting group of contenders.
Shocklee had an outstanding sophomore season, but got destroyed in first-round
state action. He has again wrestled well this season and again is a favorite
to garner a high place. Nero, who've I've always thought highly of, has state
ability =-- but if Sasso can't make 98/ he'll be fortunate to retain a varsity
spot. Kemp has not made the anticipated progress first projected and he'll
have to withstand challenges from folks like Bliss (Aurora) and McKenzie
(Ravenna Southeast). A clear dark-horse is Grumbling down two weight classes
from where he placed at North Canton. If he is comfortable at this weight he
will be a threat. Futo (Twinsburg) should he be here alsoc has qualification
potential.

Two of my top contenders exit from Pataskala. Grandison, runner-up at 98¢
last year, will probably have more trouble this year. His record suggests a
plateau has been reached, and if that is the case he'll have to battle just to
place. He defeated Marinelli last year, but Mario has made rapid ipprovement
and* 1 loock for a reversal at the regional level. Marinelli has the potential
to beat everyone here but Cianciola, who "eats up" that kind of style.
Cianciole will beat either of these boys badly on their feet. The rest of the
regional is weak with Keyes a possible 3rd choice. After that its people like
DeShetler (Eishop Ready), Horner (Columbus Academy), and McManus (Barnesville).
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PROJECTED CHAMPION: ERIK BURNETT (OBERLIN)

I0P CONTENDERS:

2. Meyer (Olentangy) 12. McCombs (Springfield NW)

3. DiDomenico (Chanel) 12, Faulkner (Clyde)

4. Foss (Ontario) l4. Raney (Cambden Preble Shawnee)
$5. Letzner (Medina Highland) 15. Sarver (Bishop Ready)

6. Mariola (Twinsburg) 16. Gochenauer (Paulding)

7. Williams (Hillsboro) ) 17. Bixler (Blanchester)

8. Mullet (Marysville) 18. Knox (Kenston)

9. Stiriz (Delra) 19. Knull (St. Paris Graham)

10. Xnotts (Vincent Warren) 20. Miller (Canal Fultonm HW)

1l1. Nixon (Akron Hoban) 21. Balash (Bethel-Tate)

22. Whittlesley (Coventry)



This is a fine weight class featuring a number of returning state
qualifiers, but three-time state champion Erik Burnett, will nonetheless,
dominate the proceeding. Blessed with incredible quickness and great stamina,
Burnett always wrestles six manic minutes as he works unceasingly for points
and falls. One of Ohio's finest prospects Burnett has wrestled strong
competition throughout the state and risen above it. A small 112/ competitor
(he could, I believe, easily make 1054) Burnett has only two concerns. One, he
must get a little better on the bottom for he must get out to work his takedown
magic and, two, his unbelievably good barrel roll is so well known that he may
have to switch to other takedowns to set up his "bread and butter" move. These
are szall quibbles indeed when placed in the context of a better than %0 match
winning streak with a schedule that has given him the opportunity to wrestle
many of the best "AAA" competitors at his weight. Certainly, barring injuries,
his fourth state title seems assured, and a successful collegiate career a
certainty.

At Fostoria the adept Foss will be Burnett's major competition, although
he has already finished behind him ar the Gorman Tourney. 5Still Foss was 3rd.
last year and split a pair of matches with DiDomenico -- an opponent he could
well meet again in 1987. Scate qualifier Stiriz had an awful draw at Columbus
last year and it was two bouts and out. He should do better this year, but
cannot compete with either Burnett or Foss. Faulkner and Gochenauer should
battle for the final qualifying spot although Alfonsi (Lexington), Bohrer
(Huron), and Finkhousen (Van Wert) will lead a parade of other hopefuls.

At Firestone three state place winners, DiDomenico (4th) Letzner (5th) and
Mariola (6th) provide an attractive competition. I1've given DiDomenico a
slight edge based on his state win over Letzner last year, and some recent
improvements in performance. DiDomenico has had a pattern of starting slowly
-- which has happened again this season -- and then moving forward, which seems
to be happening now., Letzner, 2nd at North Canton to Fried, has not been
tested since then and that may put him at a disadvantage come tourney time.
Last vear he seemed to freeze in his first state match, but experience should
prevent that this year. Mariola has excellent technique but is slight of build
and not strong enough to force moves. His ability to keep matches close, his
years of experience, and his ability to hit big throws meke him an always
dangerous opponent. The fourth qualifying spot will be sought by a host of
candidates., The most intriguing is state qualifier Nixon who has not wrestled
in a month. He was a surprise regional finalist last year and would be the
most logical fourth choice. Otherwise listed people like Knox, Whittlesley or
Miller are possibilities along with others such as Markley (Doylestown
Chippewa) and Carpenter (Girard).

At Pataskala Meyer should dominate, and, depending on the pairings be one
of several with a chance to challenge history by meeting Burnett in the finals.
After him the field is extremely weak with Mullet and Sarver the two best of a
lackluster list. I have not even rated state qualifier Rogers (Columbus
DeSales) based on a series of poor outcomes, but he along with Stillion
(Byesville Meadowbrook) and Manger (West Jefferson) may just gqualify anyway.
Except for Meyer this group will be first-round cannon fodder.



The Southwest Regional features a wide array of styles, records, and
geographical location. This makes for an uncertain stew with the final outconme
very much in doubt. State place winner Williams (6th at 112#4) has to be the
nozinal favorite, but he has no lock on even qualifying. State place winner
McCombs (4th at 98f#) has not been comfortable at 1124, and has also been rated
at 105#, while state qualifier Bixler winner of a state bout last year can be
beaten. State qualifier Raney has a great record but a weak schedule so his
status 1s still uncertain. Factor in Knull, Balash, Rase (Ironton) and
Cartwright (Washington Court House) and you have the makings of a franmtic
competition. The one unknown is Knotts -- down from "AAA" -- and sporting a
golid record. He could be the crucial factor in determining the final outcome.
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PROJECTED CHAMPICN: BRIAN MARDER (CHANEL)

TOP_CONTENDERS:

2. Kruse (Bishop Ready) 11. Moyer (Casstown Miami East)

3. Heil (Brooklyn) 12, Teasdale (Bellaiie)

4, Bartos (Buckeye) 13. Lohman (Milan Edison)

5. Miller (Olentangy) 14, Cleckner (Tipp City)

6. Burns (Cincinnati Reading) 15. Thetford (Uhrichsville Claymont)
7. Shadoan (Oak Harbor) 16. Reynolds (Cardinal Stricch)

B. Tate (Youngstown Ursuline) 17. Geog (Wooster Triway)

9, Jenkins (St. Paris Graham) - 18. Stefanek (Berkshire)

10, Biddle (Kansas Lakota) 19. Ferguson (Coventry)

20. Allen (South Point)

This is a relatively weak weight class that should be dominated by the
strong and resourceful Erian Marder. Third as both a freshman and sophomore
(once in "AAA" and once in "AA") Marder wrestled probably two classes higher
than optimal (126#) giving way to two-time champ Dan Donovan. This year he has
been superb at 119# and would frankly be my choice in "AAA" were he there.
Should he maintain the concentration and intensity he has so far exhibiced he
should be rewarded with his first state crown.

His biggest challenge should come from Kruse who he defeated 5-2 at the
Medina final. Like Marder, Kruse wrestled well above his normal weight (138¢)
because of team considerations (like Ramsey, DiSabato, and Sarver -- all state
place-winners), and now has done exceptionally well at a more normal weight.
Miller is also strong at the Pataskala Regional and had a big win over two-time
state champ Joe Bonaventura. After that the quality drops off rapidly with
state qualifier Teasdale and Thetford only marginally better than a host of
potential challengers. Names that come to mind are Allen (Morgan), Zuspann
(Marion River Valley), and Brandon (S5t. Clairsville).



Marder heads the strongest regionmal. State qualifier Bartos will be a
place contender, while Geog, Stefanek, and Ferguson are all capable of winning
at the state level -- if tHey can get there. Something of a mystery is Tate
who has performed reasonably well at 1327 and 138¢ and now has dropped two
veight classes. He could be a real surprise. Another long-shot possibility
{s Gangle (Medina Highland) who has had several consecutive dispiriting
seasons., There is still reason to believe that qualifier possibilities are
there. 1t should be a real dogfight for those last three spots,

State qualifiers Heil, Biddle, and Lohzan lead the Fostoria contingent,
but only Heil of this group has placement chances. He was 4th as a sophomore,
but failed to qualify last year and has been very impressive in 1987. 1 lock
for Shadoan to surpass the other two state qualifiers with Reynolds a
possibility to do the same. In fact Biddle and Lohzman could both have trouble
qualifying once again.

At Dayton state placer Jenkins and state qualifiers Burns and Moyer face a
varied assortment of competitors. Burns won a match at Columbus and missed by
a single point of placing. He has to be the top-rated competitor there even
though Jenkins has twice qualified including a 5th last vear. I don’'t know
how Jenkins does it. Last year he stzrted slowly losing seven times, but at
year's end he was a regional champ and had three state wins. I don't believe
he can do it again, although he is a master of the sub-one minute pin. Raney
will have problems gqualifying again with people like Cleckner, Allen and Blake
(Belpre) mounting real challenges. It should be an interesting competition.
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PROJECTED CHAMPIOR: ADAM DISABATO (BISHOP READY)

TOP CORTENDERS!:

2. Hivnor (Qak Harber) 11, Pepper (Ravenna Southeast)

3. Anderson (Chanel) 12. Savage (Delta)

4, Hannah (Sandusky Perkins) 13. McNatt (Ursuline)

- Schade (Buckeye) l14. Rosenthal (Bexley)

6. Donathan (Mt. Orab Western Brown) 15. Frye (Bethel-Tate)

7. Edwards (Akron) 16. Everett (W. Salem Northwestern)
8. Bible (Bellfontaine) 17. Woodruff (Vincent Warren)

9. Delande (St. Clairsville) 18. HMiracle (River Valley)

10. Harris (Kenston) 19. Kennedy (Navarre Fairless)

20. Steele (Milton-Union)




Last year there was much discussion about a possible super match-up
between Erik Burnett and Adam DiSabato. DiSabato, then a sophomore, seemed to
be in top form easily defeating top-rated competition at both the "AA™ and
"AAA" level. His exceptional assortment of takedowns led many experts to
believe that he had the skills to upend Burnett. Sadly the match never
occurred as DiSabato was upset by the tenacious Steve Starcher who wrestled
brilliantly in the top position to win a marvelous bout. Besides Starcher's
excellent wrestling, DiSabato damaged his own chances with early impatience,
and then succumbed to growing panic as he could not escape. This year 1 detect
an added paturicty in his efforts and foresee a relatively easy win despite a
field crowded with eleven former state qualifiers.

Five of those qualifiers will be at Firestone competing in, perhaps, the
strongest and deepest regional at any weight class in "AA." Let's introduce
the participants. Anderson, a 1985 qualifier, missed out last year in a major
turnabout. Campaigning almost exclusively at 132/ he has performed well
wvinning at Solon and Richmond Hts., but did poorly at Medina--possibly because
of nagging injuries. He could be a finalist at this weight. Schade and
Edwards were first-round losers at Columbus last year, but both should do
better in 1987. Edwards, in particular, is subject to hot streaks that could
vault him into the top echelons of this weight. That covers three spots but
there is still incredible talent left. Sophomores Everett, Fepper and Harris
are all excellent, the first being an "A" qualifier last year while the other
two have performed very well in 1987. Harris was a finalist at North Canton
while Pepper is just down from L3B# where he was Smithville champ and placed at
Kenston. State gqualifier Kennedy receives little notice, but has the knack of
placing in important tourneys and cannot be overlooked. Finally, McNatt has
had a very strong year and could beat out much of this competition for one of
those coveted state berths. Just a dynamite regional.

At Pataskala, DiSabato will now be facing two other state qualifiers plus
several other strong contenders. However, none of this group really appears to
have the weapons necessary to challenge DiSabato, or, perhaps even place at the
state level. Delande ‘and Miracle were both first round state losers who didn'c
get a second chance. Delande is a strong rider and probably has the best
chance to place -- his style is slightly reminiscent of Steve Starcher which
probably still gives DiSabatoc nightmares. Grossenbacher, who would be rated at
the same level as Delande, has moved up to 132¢, thus solidifying a qualifying
spot for Miracle. Rosenthal looks to be the current favorite for that fourth
state berth.

Donathan, 6th last year at 119§, heads an experienced, but not
necessarily powerful southwestern delegation. His big drawback is a weak
schedule that features many smaller “"AA" schools. The other spots are wide-
open and will depend on how the pairings develop. Bible will not have the
super record, but has vrestled a competitive schedule and should be ready at
tournament time. State qualifier Steele is beatable while Frye, Woodruff and
Henderson (Chesapeake) all have the tools to pull an upset. None of this
foursome, however, will endanger the top-ranked boys.



vhile the Fostoria Regional returns no state qualifiers it possesses a
possible finalist in Hivnor and a strong placement candidate in Hannah.
Hivnor lost in the first round at Medina and then won seven straight bouts
including wins over Edwards and "A" choice Todd Dean. Right now I place him
in the second spot, but the next six or seven boys are all very close in
overall ability. There is a big drop-off in quality after the top two with
Savage, Musca (Rocky River), Hall (Delta) and Mickey (Trinity) as
possibilities for other qualifying berths. Mickey does have the potential to
spring a big upset. Another interesting candidate is ex-5t. Edward wrestler
Tulles (Fairview Park), who is just coming off the injury list.

PROJECTED CHAMPION DAVE GREGAR

TOP CORTENDERS:

2. Coontz (Ravenna Southeast) 12. Napler (Hillsboro)

3. Savoia (Medina Highland) 13. Davis (Lewistown Indian Lake)
&. Henessey (Brookfield) l14. Johnston (Tinora)

5. Zeitheim (Qak Harbor) 15. Zettler (Bexley)

6. Bell (Barnmesville) 16. Jones (Eaton)

7. Grossenbacher (West Jefferson) 17. Reineck (Fostoria)

8. Dowdell (Wellington) . 18. Stewart (Uhrichsville Claymont)
Q, Varson (0lentangy) ~19. Reilly (Chanel)

10. Heffner (Field) 20. Griffin (Cincinnati Reading)
11, Schuefler (Castalia Murgaretta) 21. Houser (Milan Edison)

It seems that everybody wants to wrestle at 1324 this year -- especially
in the Firestone Regional. Part of that I'm sure has to do with Ken Ramsey at
138#, but, frankly it just doesn’t make much sense. 5ix of the top eleven
wrestlers exit out of Firestone which means two of them won't even get to
Columbus. This is especially hard to understand when you figure several have
made tough weight cuts and 138f is fairly wveak at this very sace regional.
Lert's look at this Firestone picture in scme detail.

My choice is state quarter-finalist Dave Gregan who won the Kenston at
138 and lost to Andrassy at Solon by one-point at the same weight. Now at
1324 this junior is just a shade better than two or three other competitors at
this regional. State qualifiers Coontz and Savoia have had outstanding seasons
winning a number of major tournaments including the Medina by Savoia and the
Smithville and Kenston by Coontz. They are both quick and skilled. State
qualifier Henessey -- just down from 1384 -- is an experienced wrestler who has
suffered from a lack of tough competition. However, he was Qutstanding
Wrestler at both the Ursuline and Howland Tourneys. Dowdell lost a state berth
to Savoia in overtime last year and lost again in the Medina finals. He 1is not
as good on his feet as the top boys, but is a cruncher on the mat. Heffner is
a complete unknown, but defeated Savoia in their league tourney last season,



and lost a 7-6 nailbiter in this year's dual. He lost a one-point decision to
state champion Malcuit in their district final last year. A weak team hampers
his development. Then there is Reilly -- the Richmond Hts. champ at 155¢

now weighing in at 132#. He 1s a pocket-sized version of a 1754er and wrestles
in the same manner. Finally Taggart (Streetsboro) would be a contender most
years, but he has no chance in 1987, and in fact, will prcbably move to 1384.

The Firestone qualifiers may well be shell shocked by the time they get to
Columbus leaving opportunities for others. The best at Fostoria is probably
Zeitheim who has but one less (a pin by Savoia at the Medina), and has
dominated the "AA" wrestlers in Toledo. Two-time state qualifier Schuefler is
back and he is probably second best out of this regional. Other possibilicies
include Johnston, Reineck, and Houser, but none of them are about to set your
heart a pounding. Instead its likely that surprise wrestlers like Juhn
(Fairview Park), Echols, (Paulding) or Tresch (Olmsted Falls) will capture a
qualifying spot or two.

At Pataskala Watson and Zettler appeared to be clear favorites until Bell
and Grossenbacher moved to 132/. Last season Bell had a technical fall over
Watson to reach Columbus, and he and Watson both have placement potential --
especially since only four can qualify out of Firestone. Grossenbacher
cappaigned successfully all year at 1264, but will now move to 1324 to enhance
his placement chances. Whether this will work for the former state qualifier
is still to be decided, but he is a fine wrestler and should at least qualify
again. Stewart, alsoc down from 1384, is something of an unknown but he could
challenge Zettler as fourth best in the regional or, perhaps, upset one of oy
top three choices here. FKeep an eye on him.

The Southwest Regional should be dominated by last year's state 5th at
138¢--Evan Price. A year of experience and improvement coupled with a drop
in weight class should make him a most formidable foe. He'll challenge the
Firestone qualifiers on even terms. State qualifier Napler heads ar otherwise
undiscinguished field--most of whom will be the first in this weight class to
go home early.

1384
PROJECTED CHAMPION: KEX RAMSEY (BISHOP READY)

TOP CONTEKDERS:

2, Carey (Swanton) 12, Miller (Jonathan Alder)

3. Davis (Perry) 13. Paul (Washington Court House)
4. Sigler (Belmont Union Local) 14, Demidovich (Youngstown Liberty)
5. Gallagher (Bellbrook) 15. Knipper (Oberlin)

6. Laskowski (Chanel) 16. Kearns (South Point)

7. Pierce (Oak Harbor) 17. See (Hamilton Twp.)

B. Heller (West Holmes) 18. Graham (Lewistown Indian Lake)
9. Rose (Twinsburg) 19. Brian/Tresch (Olmsted Falls)
10. Kirby (Mason) 20. Fournier (Fostoriz)

11. Bisesi (Akron St. Vincent) 21. Mover (Casstown Miami East)

22. Stockmaster (Willard)
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This has been my favorite weight class over the years as all fifteen
previcus reports have correctly chosen the eventual chappion. Why I have been
given such uncanny success here and no where else remains a mystery, but it
does motivate me each year to analyze this weight ¢lass with extra care to
saintain this unblemished record. In 1987, however, that won't really be
necessary as three-time state champion Ken Ramsey towers far above a rather
anemic field. Ramsey will become (barring a monumental upset )Ohio's sixth
four-time chacpion and the third crowned in 1987, and his tictle last summer at
the USWF National merely confirmed his status as one this state's elite
competitors. Ramsey generally loses a couple of bouts during the long season
(he has never finished a season unbeaten), but is devastating when the chips
are down at tourney time. This season his only loss was to "AAA" choice Jeff
Lyons at the Medina Tourney, but there is no one of even cocparable status at
this weight class. Ramsey with speed, strength, and some marvelous moves
should cruise to that fourth title with few problems.

As previously mentioned, this weight has been somewhat depleted by
defections to weights that are absent Kenny Ramsey. However, there is still
substantial paterial here. Based on current knowledge, Davis, Laskowski, Rose
and Bisesi would be my top four choices for qualification at Firestone. Davis
has always been a good competitor, but has never really nailed down that big
win. Last year he took Coontz into overtime at the regional before losing a
state berth. Laskowski has been injured much of this year, but he is a
forzidable comperitor. Rose was runner-up at Solom at 155¢ and has just moved
down to 138#. An ex-Chanel wrestler, he would hurt his former teammates by
keeping Laskowski out of Columbus. Eisesiy;-a finalist at Medina, is a close
call over several other state caliber 138's. These include Dezidovich, a state
alternate last year and regional qualifier Shanowver. The first of these two
has an excellent chance of wrestling his way into the qualifying foursone.

The field at Fostoria is far less exciting. State place-winner Carey
returns and has had a solid season including a place at the scincillating 1384
class at Medina. Pierce, after a 27-1 start, lost twice in two hours at the
regional last year and failed to qualify. He dropped a narrow two-poinc
decision to Ramsey at Medina. He could be a tourney surprise. The third and
fourth spots will provoke solid cozpetition with Stockmaster, Brian, Knipper,
and Fournier all ranked in my Top Twenty.

State qualifier Gallagher heads a relatively weak Southwestern
contingent., Kearns and Paul come from under-publicized programs, but have
qualification credentials. Kirby could be a real surprise while Graham is
little more than an educated guess. Evans (Middletown Madison), Krupp
(Springfield CC) and Dean (Carlisle) are other possibilicies.

Finally, the Pataskala Regional presents an interesting picture. Ramsey
will crush all contenders just as he did last year when his closest bout wvas
12-2. Second best, a respectful distance behind, is Sigler who has had a
marvelous year winning several strong tourneys and Outstanding Wrestler awards.
A devastating rider he has good placement potential and since he should be away
from Ramsey at Columbus could be a finalist (Ramsey pinned him in 69 seconds at
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the regional last year). State qualifier Heller returns at this weight and he,
too, has placement potential. He wrestled Yetts tough last year, but how much
he has icproved since is still open to question. The last spot is wide open
with See and Skeese as possibilities. Look for Perers (Uhrichsville
Clayoount), the third of eight brothers, to challenge vigorously now that he is
down from 155#. Both the Mason and Hoppel families had five brothers qualify
for state competition and the Peters have the potential to pass that mark.

1454
PROJECTED CHAMPION: MIEE HAGAN (KENSTON)

TOP_CONTENDERS:

2., Pace (Olmsted Falls) 11. Wickham (Byesville Meadowbrook)
3. Paonessa (Akron St. Vincent) 12, Waleri (Norwalk)

&4, Crespo (Trinity) 13. PRobinson (Akron Hoban)

- Sturgis (Middletown Madison) l4. Steele (Eaton)

6. Hays (Utica) 15. Pool (Bryan)

7. Thatcher (Bishop Ready) 16. Munger (Ravenna Southeast)

8. Bowser (Carlisle) 17. Harris (Sparta Highland)

9. Foust {(Crestwood) 18. Hazmmond (Hillsboreo)

10. Chapman (West Holmes) 19. Langdon (Uhrichsville Claymount)

This weight class should be dominated by my top two choices, but they are
not so far ahead that a lot of interesting surprises could not occur. Pace,
the defending state champ, wrestles a lot of low-scoring, careful bouts and he
doesn’'t make many mistakes. He is strong and solid and is very tough to score
on. Last year he lost seven bouts including two to Mendicino, but he defeated
hiz when it really counted for the title. Hagan is tremendously strong and
quick and loocks to be a better athlete than Pace. He was upset 7-6 in the
semis and wound up settling for fourth. He has had a greatr season winning both
the North Canton and the Kenston including a solid win over West Virginia state
chawp Vinnie Monseau. 1 favor Hagan becuase he'll have fewer close bouts where
one mistake can elizinate you, and I think he's strong enocugh to take Pace down
two or three times. It should be an outstanding battle.

Pace faces a tough regional road at Fostoria after having finished 3rd
last year at both discricts and regionals. Crespo who failed to escape that
avesome 1451 districr last vear (where the four who placed all went to state)
is not far behind Pace. His big problem will be a lack of pressure
experience, especially since Trinity competes in few high-powered, regular
season events. Waleri lost in the regional quarter-finals last year and he
should be the third qualifier. Other possibilicies are Pool, Glider (Milan
Edison) and possibly Payne (Fairview Park).
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Hagan and the excellent state qualifier Paonessa should contend for top
honors at Firestone. Paonessa was the 3rd place finisher at Medina at 1554
and will be a real force at 145/, He missed state placement by one point last
year to Meyers. He, like Pace, will give Hagan all he can handle. State
qualifier Foust has already been pinned by Hagan, but he and Robinson have to
be favorites for the last two state berths. Robinson has had some impressive
results recently and may create a few problems for all the wrestlers at 145/.
Munger could be a darkhorse here if completely healthy.

The Southwestern Regional possesses some wrestlers with state placement
potential. Sturgis was in the midst of a strong season when an auto wreck
shelved him during tourney time last year. 1 expect hiz to do extremely well
in 1987. Bowser holds a decision over "AAA" Luebke and he could be a surprise
elezment in this competition. Behind this duo are Steel and Hammond with
journeyman credentials. This group will win some bours at Starte.

It will be a varied group at Pataskala. Hays and Thatcher have performed
well in the tough "AA" compecition around Columbus and should be battle-
hardened for the tournament rigors. Chapman qualified last year, but may be a
small 1454'er by March and will be susceptible to brute force. Wickham is a
pinner who has wrestled a suspect schedule, but last year he crushed several
tough wrestlers at the regional level. Langdon is another of those solid
Claymont wrestlers who benefits from excellent workout partners. This quintet
will be whittled down by one at the regional level, and then should do
reasonably well at State.

1554
PROJECTED CHAMPION: SCOTT ROUNTREE (SPRINGFIELD NORTHWESTERM)

TOP CONTERDERS:

2 Mendicino (Fairview Park) 12, Nafzger (Bloom-Carroll)

3 Graziani (Columbus DeSales) 13. Cruze (Eaton)

& Loar (Tuslaw) 14, Vibonese (Columbia Station)

5. Mevers (St. Paris Graham) 15, Bianco (Milton-Uniocn)

6. Mlynek (Bellaire) 16. Reicosky (Canton Central Catholic)
7 Pleveich (Trinity) 17. Baird (Coventry)

8 Laurendeau (Oak Harbor) 18, Lemaster (Greeneview)

9. Leonard (Ravenna Southeast) 19. Cook (Delra)

10. Quimby (Rossford) 20. Congrove (Bexley)

11. DeWitt (Milan Edison) 21. Huberty (Twinsburg)

This should be one of the most entertaining weights in "AA" coppetition
this year, and should have fans from all over the state cheering in
anticipation. My choice is Scott Rountree who finished 4th at this weight last
year with a difficulr draw. Powerful and quick he seems to suffer lapses in
concentration which last season provoked district and regional upsets. Right
behind him is Jay Mendicino -- runner-up at 1454 -- and a polished performer.
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Upset by Pace in last year's final he is undoubtedly anxious to claim a state
crown that seemed to be his until the very end last season. Behind this duo
are at least four other contenders with legitimate chances of winning the
tournament. The State draw may well be a determining factor so closely are
these boys in skill.

Rountree will need to be sharp at the Southwest Regional. Meyers was 3th
last year at 145/ losing a narrow 2-point decision to Mendicine. This year he
has won several tourneys (including an MVP award) and placed well at the tough
Medina. State qualifier Cruze has never regained his sophomore form, but he
rezmains a dangerous opponent. That is also true of the hot-and-cold Bianco who
won the GMVWA over Cruze, but then lost at Troy. In addition Lemaster has
terrorized the smaller "AA" schools in that area, and has a chance at
qualificacion.

Fostoria is also loaded at this weight. Mendicino is, of course, the
leader, but there is a lot of solid competition. Pleveich lost an overtime
bout in his bid for state quiltfi:ltiun last year and he and Crespo are a
dynamic one-two punch at Trinity. Laurendeau placed at Medina and seems better
than his current Toledo ranking. Vibonese and Cook are both solid prospects
with the latter missing state qualification by one bout last year. Two other
possibilities are Keirn (Olmsted Falls) and Dolin (Bucyrus). 1 have ranked
state qualifier DeWitt llth on past history, but his results will have to
improve dramatically if he is to make a second Columbus trip. A real surprise
might be Quimby who was upset in the regionals after a 26-1 record. He's been
hurt all year, but should come back very strong.

The charismatic figure of Graziani stands out at Pataskala vhere he
returns to defend the regional crown he won so easily last year. OGraziani can
score, but he make mistakes and good competition has punished him by taking
advantage of those errors. Last year Rountree eliminated him 16-10 and they
could meet in the finals this year. Mlynek, the regional runner-up also
returns and he should replicate that performance. Nafzger was &th at this
regional and then placed 5th at State because of the horrible consolation
system. 1Its hard to understand how it can remain unchanged all these years,
when it is so evidently flawed and unfair. At the regional Graziani beat
Nafzger 13-0 but Nafzger lost to the right wrestler at the state and got back
in while Graziani never got a well-deserved second chance. The fourth spot is
wide-open, but 1 favor Congrove over competition from all four of the incoming
districts. His most serious challenger could be Fouch (Circleville).

At Firestone, Loar stands well above the rest of the field afrter
finishing 6th last year in a most competitive state meet. He lost to state
champ Pace by two points in a tough semi-final bout. Leonard has won several
important tourneys this year and could be second-best at this regional.
Reicosky is just now beginning to cozpete and his results have been spotty,
but this state qualifier should round into shape before tourney time. If he
does not, state qualifier Baird, Huberty, and Patsolic (Chanel) will pass him
by. Patsolic, also just back wrestles a nice three minutes, but will need to
get in much better condition if he 1s to have any chance.
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1674
PROJECTED CHAMPION: JEFF MOORE (CHANEL)

TOP CONTENDERS!

2. Rowe (St. Paris Graham) 11. Cox (Coventry)

3, Hall (Eaton) 12. Merzler (Youngstown Ursuline)
&, Jackson (Rossford) 13. Packard (Belpre)

5. Ort/Cua (Columbus DeSales) 14, Peura (Tipp City)

6. Padgett (Mason) 15. Lindsay (Marion River Valley)
7. Perters (Olmsted Falls) 16. Dumke {(Columbia Station)

8. Banker (Cincinnati McNicholas) 17. Holcomb (St. Clairsville)

9, Steck (Morgan) 18. Bowers (Bryan)

10, Elack (Medina Highland) 19. Tiptonm (Orrville)

20, FKohler (Fairview Park)

This is one of the weakest weight classes in "AA" competition this year,
and except for Moore, has what Pete Rozelle always strives for -- perfect
parity. On any given Saturday night any of these wrestlers listed above can
beat any other competitor except for Jeif Moore who can and will beat all of
then. Moore was 3rd last year after winning a competitive regional
championship. This year he should have little trouble mastering a far weaker
field, and cruising to victory. Very sharp on his feet, Moore also can score
from the top position in a variety of ways, and his intelligence and experience
should help him avoid upsets (such as the one that felled his brother several
years ago).

Most of the best competition should ezanate from the Dayton Regional which
features six state quality wrestlers. 1've rated Rowe as best, but Hall and
Padgett are particularly good. Packard has a marvelous record at- Belpre
against generally inferior competition while state qualifier Eanker is up three
veight classes and still winning easily. Peura has had an up-and-down season
but using my parity argument, can still be a major factor in this competition.
Moore met Rowe at the Medina finals and crushed him 16-6 so while this
entourage is very good, they do not match up individually very well with my
projected champicon.

Jackson locked good at Kenston (at least until the final) and he heads a
mediocre group at Fostoria. The competition there is more diffuse than at
Dayton with ten or twelve possible qualifiers. I've always liked Peters and
this presents a particularly good opportunity for him to show well. While he
patches up well within this regional, both he and Jackson will have to scrap
for a state place. Behind this duo are Dumke, Kohler, Bowers and a half dozen
other possible contenders. Look for some unknowns to play a major role in the
outcome here.
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